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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF, VE 

SUBJECT: INDOCHINESE REFUGEES: VENEZUELA 

REF: STATE 190638 

1 . EMBOFF PRESENTED DEMARCHE TO RANKING FONMIN 
OFFICIAL ON REFERENCED ISSUE AUGUST 18, SUGGESTING 
THAT POSITIVE REPONSE BY GOV COULD LEND 
CREDIBILITY TO UNHCR GUARANTEE TO RESETTLE REFUGEES. 
HE ALSO LEFT INFORMAL BACKGROUND PAPER WITH OFFICIAL. 

2. OFFICIAL SAID THAT GOV DID NOT HAVE CLOSED 
POSITION ON THIS SUBJECT AND FOREIGN MINISTRY WOULD 
RESTUDY THIS ISSUE AND RESPOND OFFICIALLY AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE. 

3. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH GOV WAS NOT RESPONSIVE TO 
SIMILAR DEMARCH TWO YEARS AGO, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT 
GOV MIGHT RESPOND MORE FAVORABLY NOW, GIVEN WANING 
OF PASSIONS ABOUT VIETNAM WAR AND TRADITIONALLY 
RECEPTIVE GOV IMMIGRATION POLICY. WE PLAN TO FOLLOW 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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UP WITH GOV AFTER FOREIGN MINISTRY HAS HAD TIME TO 
STUDY THIS ISSUE. 

VAKY 
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